“The deepest essence of a work of art cannot be
grasped and exhausted. (.)

The works of the great masters are eternally
beautiful and indestructible through the fact that
they have been created with immense power of
the spirit. (.

Eternally unfathomable beauty issues from
a true work of art.”

Vilhelms Purvitis 150

The founder and most ambitious moderniser of
national landscape painting, Vilhelms Purvitis
(1872-1945) is recognised as one of the key
figures in Latvian visual art of the first half of

the 20th century. At the turn of the century,

this accomplished painter of snow and early
northern spring was noticed in St. Petersburg,
Paris, Munich, Berlin, Vienna and other European
art centres. The best-known representative of
Baltic modern art was involved as equal in the
latest transformations of the genre of landscape,
achieving success abroad, authority in the artistic
life of Riga and from then on a consistently high
standing in the Latvian art world.

In Latvian art history and public perception, the
name of this European Latvian classic has become
one of the symbols of national identity. As poetic

archetypes, “Purvitis-style” images, motifs and
moods retain their presence in our sense and
understanding of the landscapes that surround us.
The painter’s vision of his native northern nature,
as well as his classically composed ideal Latvian
landscapes in changing seasons, are considered to
be the canon of national landscape.

Purvitis deserves particular recognition as

an implementer of the idea of higher artistic
education and one of the architects of the cultural
policy in the independent Latvian state, as the first
rector of the Art Academy of Latvia and head of
the Landscape Painting Master Class, and at the
same time - as director of the prestigious Riga City
Art Museum (now Latvian National Museum of Art),
creator of the national art collection and organiser
of representative international exhibitions.




“Makslas darba dzilaka esamiba nav izprotama
un izsmelama. (.

Lielo meistaru darbi caur to ir muzigi skaisti
un neapnikstosi, ka tie ir raditi ar milzigu
dveseles spéku. (.

No ista makslas darba izriet muzigi
neizprotamais skaistums.”

Vilhelmam Purvitim 150

Nacionalas ainavu glezniecibas izveidotajs un
vérienigakais modernizétajs Vilhelms Purvitis
(1872-1945) ir atzits par vienu no galvenajam
personibam Latvijas 20. gadsimta pirmas puses
vizualaja maksla. Gadsimtu mija meistarigo
sniega un agra ziemelu pavasara gleznotaju
ievéroja Péterburga, Parizé, Minheng, Berling,
VIné un citos Eiropas makslas centros.
Pazistamakais Baltijas modernas makslas
parstavis ITdzvertigi iesaistijas ainavas Zzanra
jaunajas parmainas, gastot panakumus
arzemes, autoritati Rigas makslas dzivé un
turpmak nemainigi augstu statusu Latvijas
makslas pasaulé.

Eiropeiska latvieSu klasika vards Latvijas makslas

Poétisku arhetipu veida “purvitiskie” téli,

motivi un noskanas saglaba savu klatbatni
muUsu ainaviskas vides izjata un redzéjuma.
Gleznotaja radtto dzimtas zieme|nieciskas dabas
koptelu, tapat ka klasiski komponéto Latvijas
idealo ainavu gadalaiku mija, médz uztvert ka
nacionalas ainavas kanonu.

Purvitis pelna pasu ievéribu ka augstakas
makslas izglitibas idejas Tstenotajs un
kultarpolitikas I1dzveidotajs neatkarigaja Latvijas
valstl, ka pirmais Latvijas Makslas akadémijas
rektors un Dabasskatu meistardarbnicas vaditajs
un vienlaikus - prestiza Rigas pilsétas makslas
muzeja (tag. Latvijas Nacionalais makslas
muzejs) direktors, nacionalas makslas kolekcijas
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