Mou ta ventastegas skelets ieziméts ar- fotolummlsce]osu apdruku. Vismaz
‘sekunzu paturot mongtu ticSos spilgtas gaismas staros un pec tam: apluko-
jot tumsa, ventastegas skelets spidas. 3

The coin features the image of ventastega. Its skeleton is marked with photo
luminescent print (with a glow in the dark effect). Keep the coin in direct
bright light for at least 40 seconds; then look at it in the dark — ventastega's
skeleton will glow.
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Nominalvertiba= 5 eiro, svars — 22.00 g, diametrs — 35.00 mm, metals — 9!
kvalitate — proof, ar dazadas intensitates mat&jumu aversa un reversa un
fotoluminiscgjosu apdruku aversa, monétas josta — ar uzrakstu.

Monétas dizainu izstradajis un tas gip$a modeli veidojis Ivars Drulle.
Monéta kalta Koninklijke Nederlandse Munt (Niderlande).

Face value: 5 euro; weight: 22.00 g; diameter: 35.00 mm; metél ’s'il'ver of .925 fineness;
quality: proof; with frosting of different intensity on the obfverse and reverse
and phog; luminescent prmt on the obverse; edge" ettered.,
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lezu slani zem musu kajam glaba liecibas par Latvijas teritorijas un tas
iemitnieku v&sturi. Viens no nozimigiem geologijas un paleontologijas
atklajumiem ir devona perioda dzivnieka Ventastega curonica fosilas atliekas,
kas atrastas Kurzemé — iezu atsegumos Ventas upes baseina Skrundas apkartng.
Sugas nosaukuma iemiuzinats Ventas un Kurzemes nosaukums, un ta So
dzivnieku atpazist zinatnieki un aizvéstures entuziasti visa pasaulé. Ventastega
bija cetrkajains, plsigs dzivnieks, kas bija mazliet garaks par metru un dzivoja
pirms aptuveni 365 milj. gadu — laika, kad tagad€ja Latvijas teritorija atradas
dazus gradus uz dienvidiem no ekvatora Eiramerikas paleokontinenta dienvid-
austrumu mala.

Par tik seniem laikiem vienigas liecibas ir iezi un tajos saglabajusies dzivnieku
un augu parakmenojumi jeb fosilijas. Lidz Sim zinami vien nedaudzi devona
tetrapodu fosiliju atradumi. Tie ir Ichthyostega un Acanthostega veselu skeletu
atradumi Grenlandg, bet citu tetrapodu fosilijas parasti ir loti fragmentaras un
sniedz maz zigu par $Is grupas evoliiciju, tapec Latvijas ventastegas un tai
radniecigo daivspurzivju atradumiem ir liela zinatniska nozime mugurkaul-
nieku evoliicijas izzinasana. Lai gan nav pilnigu ventastegas skeletu fosiliju,
Latvija atrastas devona mugurkaulnieku, t.sk. ventastegas, fosilijas ir Tpasi
vertigas labas saglabatibas pakapes del: saméra viegli prepar€jamos
smil§akmenos fosilijas saglaba trisdimensionalo formu, kas tuva originalajai.
Zinatniski augstvertigi un pasaules méroga reti ir ar citi paleontologiskie atra-
dumi Latvijas devona iezu slanos — daivspurzivju un brunuzivju pilnigi skeleti
un pat devona zivju mazulu fosilijas vidusdevona malainajas nogulas.

Devona periods (pirms 419-359 milj. gadu) biezi tiek raksturots ka zivju
valdisanas laiks. Tolaik uz Zemes vél nebija dinozauru, putnu, ziditaju — dazadu
grupu zivis un bezzoklaini (musdienu négu radinieki) bija plasi izplatiti,
sasniegusi lielu daudzveidibu un bija vienigie mugurkaulnieki. Tuvojoties
devona beigam, vienas no zivju grupam (daivspurzivju) evolicija kriisu un
vedera spuras pakapeniski parveidojas par kajam: saka attistities pirmie tetra-
podi jeb cetrkajaini — grupa, pie kuras tagad pieder abinieki, rapuli, putni un
Z1d1taji (tatad arT mes — cilveki), kas evoliicijas gaitd atfistijusies uz Zemes.

Tetrapodu priekstecem, daivspurzivim, raksturigas spuras ar labi attistitu
ieks€jo skeletu un muskuliem. To spuru skeleta atpazistami cilveku rokam un
kajam raksturigie kauli. Spuru attistiba par kajam ir bijusi pakapenisks process,
kas sakotngji nav bijis saistits ar pielagosanos staigasanai pa sauszemi. Devona
perioda tagad@jas Latvijas teritorija galvenokart pletas sekla jiira. Fosiliju un tas
saturoso iezu pétfjumi sniegusi atzinu, ka kajas attistijusas ka pielagojums
dzivei upju deltu un udenszalem aizauguSas juras piekrastes apvidos, jo,
iesp&jams, sniedza zinamas prieksrocibas, paisuma un béguma zona sekla tdent
un beguma laika tvarstot lénigakas vai sekluma nonakusas zivis. Tomér devona
tetrapodi kopuma bija ident mitosi dzivnieki, un kajas, kas tiem izveidojas ka
pielagojums dzivei Gdenstilpju seklajas dalas, tikai velak izradijas veiksmigs
jaunieguvums izplatibai talak sauszemé.

Latvijas Bankas sudraba kolekcijas monéta veltita originalai un spilgtai Latvijas
vestures liecibai, kas lauj iepazit un izprast evollicijas gaitu un tadgjadi dara
Latviju Tpasi nozimigu pasaulei.

Izmantoti Latvijas Nacionala dabas muzeja fotomateriali.

Photographic materials courtesy of the Latvian National Museum of Natural History.

Rock layers under our feet bear evidence of the history of the territory of Latvia
and those having lived here. The fossil remains of Ventastega curonica, a
Devonian period animal found at rock exposures in the Venta River basin near
Skrunda in Kurzeme, is an important discovery in geology and palacontology.
The name of the species bears reference to the Venta and Kurzeme, and by this
name this animal is recognised among scientists and prehistory enthusiasts all
over the world. Ventastega was a four-legged predator, with its length slightly
over one metre; it lived approximately 365 million years ago. At that time, the
territory of the present-day Latvia was located some degrees to the South from
the equator, at the south-eastern edge of the palacocontinent of Euramerica.

Rocks and the fossils of animals and plants preserved in them are the only
evidence from those ancient times. Just a few findings of Devonian tetrapod
fossils are known today. These are the findings of complete skeletons of
Ichthyostega and Acanthostega in Greenland; fossils of other tetrapods are usu-
ally very fragmentary, providing little information about the evolution of this
group. Therefore, the findings of Latvian ventastega and the related lobe-finned
fish are of considerable scientific importance when studying the evolution of
vertebrates. Although there are no fossils of complete skeletons of ventastega,
the fossils of Devonian vertebrates found in Latvia, including those of venta-
stega, are particularly valuable as they are well-preserved: the sandstone allows
for quite easy preparation, hence the fossils retain their three-dimensional
form that is close to the original. Other palaentological findings in the Devonian
rock layers in Latvia are also highly valuable for scientific research and glob-
ally rare, e.g. complete skeletons of lobe-finned fish and placoderms and
even fossils of Devonian fish fingerlings in the clay sediments of the Middle
Devonian period.

The Devonian period (419-359 million years ago) is quite often referred to as
the Age of Fishes. At that time, there were no dinosaurs, birds or mammals on
the Earth; various groups of fish and jawless fish, i.e. relatives of today's lam-
preys, were quite widespread, enjoying rich diversity and being the only verte-
brates. Towards the end of the Devonian period, the pectoral and pelvic fins of
the lobe-finned fish group gradually evolved into legs: the first tetrapods or
four-legged animals began to develop, i.e. the group where the amphibians,
reptiles, birds and mammals (including us, humans) belong now, having devel-
oped on the Earth in the course of evolution.

The lobe-finned fish, ancestors of tetrapods, had fins with well-developed inter-
nal skeleton and muscles. The bones characteristic of human hands and legs can
be recognised in their fin skeleton. The development of fins into legs was a
gradual process, initially unrelated to adaptation for walking on land. A shallow
sea covered most of the territory of the present-day Latvia in the Devonian
period. The research of fossils and the rocks containing them suggests that the
legs had developed in order to adapt to life in river deltas and littoral areas
overgrown with seaweeds: legs probably served as a certain advantage when
catching slower fish in the shallow waters of the tidal area. Nevertheless, the
Devonian tetrapods generally lived in water, and the legs, developed when
adapting to life in the shallow parts of water bodies, only later turned out to be
a new benefit for spreading further inland.

The silver collector coin of Latvijas Banka is dedicated to an original and out-
standing evidence of Latvian history providing an opportunity to learn about
and understand the course of evolution, thus making Latvia particularly im-
portant globally.



