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Latgales latviesu kongress notika 1917. gada 9. un 10. maija (p&c veca stila 26.
un 27. aprili) Rézekng. Taja piedalijas visas Latgales pagastu un pilsétu pasval-
dibu, draudzu, biedribu un latviesu strélnieku delegati. Latgales latviesi gandiiz
300 gadu (1629-1917) bija noskirti no Vidzemes un Kurzemes latviesiem, vis-
pirms atrodoties poju vara, bet kop§ 1772. gada — Krievijas Vitebskas gubernas
sastava. Kongresa izSkiramais pamatjautajums bija, pa kuru celu turpmak iet
Latgalei: apvienoties ar Kurzemi un Vidzemi vai meginat pasai veidot autono-
miju. Pirmo viedokli parstavéja katolu macitajs Francis Trasuns (1864—1926) un
vina piekritgji, otro — inzenieris Francis Kemps (1876-1952).

26. aprila rita tokstoSiem Latgales latviesu un cittautieSu kopa ar kongresa dalib-
niekiem devas gajiena no Rézeknes Tirdzniecibas skolas uz Rézeknes katolu
baznicu (tagadgjo katedrali). Latvijas himna "Dievs, svétt Latviju!", pirmo reizi
publiski Latgal€ izpildita, atskangja tiesi baznica.

Kongresa darbs sakas zimiga vietd — ar ziediem un zaJumiem rotataja kinoteatr
"Diana" (€ka lidz musdienam nav saglabajusies). Diana bija romiesu auglibas
un medibu dieviete, ko att€loja ar pusmenesi virs galvas un loku un bultam ro-
kas. Romiesiem tie, kas paglabas Dianas templi, skaitTjas neaizskarami un dro-
§1ba. Kongresa laika ap ta norises vietu stav&ja lauzu piilis — gan apvienosanas
atbalstitaji, gan pretinieki. Eku sargaja aptuveni 40 latviesu strélnieku Latviesu
strélnieku rezerves pulka podporucika Jana Rubula (1893-1960) vadiba.

Kongresa piedaltjas delegati ar balsstiestbam un viesi. Apsveikt kongresu bija
ieradies arT nakamais Latvijas arlietu ministrs Zigfiids Anna Meierovics (1887—
1925). Sava runa vips noradija, ka visu novadu latviesi ir vienas mates déli un
meitas. Delegati, kas bija apvienoSanas pretinieki, demonstrativi pameta kon-
gresu.

Kongresa [émuma pirma puse faktiski bija deklaracija, kas pauda velmi apvie-
noties ar Kurzemes un Vidzemes latviesiem, paturot savu pasvaldibu, pasnoteik-
Sanas tiesibas valodas, ticibas, baznicas, skolu un saimnieciskajos jautajumos,
bet otra puse paredzgja konkr&tus pasakumus $o nodomu istenosanai. Tika ieve-
|8ta Latgales Pagaidu zemes padome, bet nosléguma nodziedata "Dievs, svett
Latviju!" orkestra pavadijuma. Tadgjadi latgaliesi 1917. gada izdarTja iz8kirigu
izveli apvienoties ar saviem tautas braliem Kurzem& un Vidzemg, un nakamo
Latvijas valsti atbilstosi ta laika administrativajam dalfjumam veidoja tris
zvaigznes — Vidzeme, Kurzeme un Latgale.

Latvijas Bankas pateicibas apliecinajums Latgalei par ieguldijumu Latvijas vie-
notibas un valstiskuma idejas attistiba ir Latgales latvieSsu kongresam veltita
sudraba kolekcijas mongta.

Mongtas aversa att€lotas cilvéku figiiras simboliz€ kongresa norises galvenos
virzitajus, kas bija katolu garidznieki, strélnieki, tautskolotaji un sabiedriskie
darbinieki. No vésturiskas fotografijas parnemtaja uz sarkanbaltsarkana transpa-
renta redzamaja uzraksta, kas atspogulo v&l nenostabilizgjusos latgaliesu raksti-
bas formu, pausta kongresa pamatideja.

Savukart monétas reversa attelots krucifikss, ap kuru maija dziedajumiem sapul-
cgjusas sievietes ar bérniem. Maija dziedajumi ka Latgalei raksturiga tautas
tradicija ieklauti Latvijas kultiiras kanona.

Vaka foto no Franca Trasuna muzeja "Kolnasata”.
Cover photo from Francis Trasuns' Museum "Kolnasata".

Nomina eiro, svars — 26.00 g, forma — kvadrats,
laukuma izm 32.00 x 32.00 mm, metals — 925° sudrabs,

kvalitate — proof, ar triju krasu uzdruku aversa, mongtas josta — gluda.

Monétas dizainu izstradajis un tas gipsa modeli veidojis Ivars Drulle.
Monéta kalta Faude & Huguenin SA (Sveice).

Face value: 5 euro; weight: 26.00 g; shape: square;
area measuremer . ; metal: silver of .925 fineness;
quality: proof; with three-colour print on the obverse; edge: plain.

The coin has been designed and modelled by Ivars Drulle
and struck by Faude & Huguenin SA (Switzerland).

The Latgale Congress of Latvians took place on 9-10 May 1917 (26-27 April,
old style) in Rézekne. Delegates from Latgale municipality and town govern-
ments, parishes and societies as well as Latvian riflemen participated. The Lat-
vians of Latgale had been separated from their countrymen in Vidzeme and
Kurzeme for almost 300 years (1629-1917), first under the Poles and, since
1772, as part of the Vitebsk gubernia of Russia. The basic question to be decided
by the Congress was: what path should Latgale take? Should it unite with
Kurzeme and Vidzeme or try to establish its own autonomy? The Catholic priest
Francis Trasuns (1864-1926) and his followers represented the former view and
the engineer Francis Kemps (1876-1952) supported the latter.

On the morning of 26 April, thousands of Latgalian Latvians and representatives
of other ethnic groups marched side by side with the Congressional delegates
from the R&zekne Trade School to the Catholic Church (present-day cathedral).
It was at the church that the Latvian anthem "God, Bless Latvia!" was sung
publicly for the first time.

The Congress began its proceedings in a meaningful location, the cinema
"Diana" (it has not survived) festooned with flowers and greenery. Diana was
the Roman goddess of fertility and hunting, usually depicted with a crescent
moon above her head and a bow and arrows in her hands. Romans considered
that those who managed to find refuge in Diana's temple were untouchable and
in safety. During the Congress, the building where it passed was surrounded by
a crowd of both supporters and opponents of unification. The building was
guarded by about 40 riflemen from the Latvian Riflemen Reserve Regiment
under podporuchik Janis Rubulis (1893-1960).

The Congress was attended by voting delegates and guests. Zigfiids Anna
Meierovics (1887-1925), who later became the first foreign minister of Latvia,
had arrived to congratulate the Congress. In his speech, he pointed out that Lat-
vians of all regions were the sons and daughters of one and the same mother.
The delegates who were against unification expressed their attitude by getting
up and leaving the proceedings.

The first half of the resolution adopted by the Congress was a declaration that
expressed the wish of Latgalians to unite with the Latvians of Kurzeme and
Vidzeme while retaining their local government and the right of self-determina-
tion on issues concerning language, faith, church, school and economy, whereas
the second half provided for specific measures to attain these goals. The Provisional
Land Council of Latgale was elected, and the proceedings ended with "God, Bless
Latvia!" accompanied by an orchestra. Thus in 1917, the Latgalians made their
fundamental choice to unite with their fellow Latvians in Kurzeme and Vidzeme,
and the budding Latvian state was formed, according to the administrative divi-
sion of the time, of Vidzeme, Kurzeme and Latgale, cultural and historical regions
represented today by the three stars in the coat of arms of the Republic of Latvia.

Latvijas Banka expresses its appreciation of Latgale for its contribution to the
idea of the unity and sovereignty of Latvia by issuing a silver collector coin
dedicated to the Latgale Congress of Latvians.

The images depicted on the obverse of the coin symbolise the main driving force
behind the Congress: Catholic priests, riflemen, teachers and public figures. The
inscription on the red-white-red slogan is borrowed from a historical photograph
and, reflecting the yet to stabilise written Latgalian, expresses the fundamental
idea behind the Congress.

The reverse of the coin features the crucifix with women and children gathering
around it for the May singing. The May outdoor singing as a folk tradition char-
acteristic of Latgale has been included in the Latvian Cultural Canon.





