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ZELTA  SAKTAS 
BURBUĻSAKTA

GOLD BROOCHES
THE BUBBLE  FIBULA



Laime, laime tai meitai,
Kas piedzima saulītē,

Tai Laimiņa saktas lēja,
Sudrabā mērcēdama.

(Latviešu tautasdziesma)

17. gs. latviešu rotu klāstā no dažādu formu riņķsaktām, kas bija iecienītas 
iepriekšējos gadsimtos, pakāpeniski izveidojās jauns saktu veids. To loku 
rotāja puslodes veida pacēlumi – burbuļi –, no kuriem rotas arī ieguva savu 
nosaukumu – burbuļsaktas. Burbuļi varēja būt gludi, graudaini un aveņu 
ogas atgādinoši, rotāti ar ziedveida vai citu ornamentu. Burbuļsaktu loks 
parasti bija dalīts trijās joslās. Vidējā, platākajā joslā atradās dekoratīvie 
puslodes veida izciļņi, starp tiem nereti bija novietoti ziedveida vai valdnie-
ku kroņu formas rotājumi, bet, sākot ar 18. gs., nostiprinājās tradīcija starp 
burbuļiem metāla ietverēs iestrādāt krāsainas stikla "acis". Malējās joslas 
rotāja ģeometrisks (visbiežāk – zigzagveida līniju) raksts un caurlauzuma 
tehnikā darinātas sirdis. Senākās šā veida saktas atrastas 17. gs. depozītos 
kopā ar sudraba monētām, tādējādi tās nebija tikai parastas rotas, bet arī 
savam laikam ievērojama vērtība. Burbuļsaktas saglabājās arī 19. gs., kļūs-
tot par sieviešu tautastērpa neatņemamu sastāvdaļu.

Lielās, greznās burbuļsaktas darināja no sudraba un nereti pat apzeltīja. 
Burbuļsaktas bija viena no greznākajām latviešu sieviešu rotām, un tajās 
bieži tika iegravēts īpašnieces vārds un saktas darināšanas vai dāvināšanas 
gads. Mazākās saktas varēja būt izgatavotas arī no misiņa, tās bija domātas 
krekla saspraušanai un rotāšanai. Ar lielajām saktām sasprauda villaines. 
Uz to adatām nereti tika uzvērts vēl īpašs saktas gredzens, kas atgādināja 
mazāku saktu. Burbuļsaktas bija sastopamas visā Latvijas teritorijā, lai gan 
to rotājuma veids un valkāšanas tradīcijas nedaudz atšķīrās. Tā, piemēram, 
Dienvidkurzemē šādas saktas villainē nesprauda pa vienai, bet gan citu virs 
citas, vietojot pēc lieluma un noslēgumā vēl iesienot zīda lenti. Greznā rota 
bija turīgu latviešu zemnieču lepnums un bieži tika nodota no paaudzes 
paaudzē. Šādas saktas kā dzimtas relikvija ģimenēs nereti saglabātas līdz 
mūsdienām.

Eiro zelta kolekcijas monētu sēriju "Zelta saktas", kas rotā Latviju valsts 
100 gadu jubilejā, veido 2016. gadā izlaistā monēta ar 3.–4. gs. ripsaktas 
atveidu, 2017. gadā kaltā pakavsaktām veltītā monēta un 2018. gadā sēriju 
noslēgusī monēta ar burbuļsaktas atveidu.

The girl born in the sunshine
Enjoys happiness.

Goddess Laima makes fibulae for her
By immersing them in silver.

(Latvian folksong)

It was in the 17th century that the range of Latvian jewellery was supplement-
ed by a new type of fibulae that gradually emerged from the range of various 
ring fibulae popular in past centuries. Their circle featured hemispheric eleva-
tions or bubbles, which gave the name to the jewellery – the bubble fibulae. 
The bubbles could be smooth, granular like raspberries, decorated with floral 
or other ornaments. The circle of bubble fibulae was usually divided into 
three belts. The ornamental hemispheric elevations were located on the mid-
dle belt, which was the broadest one. Decorations in the shape of flowers or 
monarch crowns could be often found between the elevations, but the tradi-
tion of including coloured glass "eyes" in metal holders between the bubbles 
strengthened as of the beginning of the 18th century. Geometric design, most 
frequently consisting of zigzag lines, and hearts made in the openwork tech-
nique were featured on the outer belts. The most ancient fibulae of this type 
were found together with silver coins in deposits of the 17th century. Thus, 
they represented not just ordinary jewellery but also significant value of that 
time. The 19th century also saw women wear the bubble fibulae, which be-
came an integral part of their national costumes.

The large, luxurious bubble fibulae were made from silver and often they 
were even gold plated. The bubble fibulae represented one of the most gor-
geous jewellery of Latvian women. The names of fibulae owners and the 
year of their making or the year they were given as a gift were often carved 
on them. Smaller fibulae could also be made of brass. They were intended 
for fastening one's shirt and for its decoration. The large fibulae were used 
to pin shawls together. A special fibula ring resembling a smaller fibula of-
ten found its place on the large fibulae pins. The bubble fibulae were com-
mon throughout the territory of Latvia, although the way they were decorat-
ed and their wearing traditions were slightly different. For instance, it was 
in South Courland where two or more such fibulae, not just one, were fas-
tened to the shawl. They were placed one on top of the other according to 
their size and topped with a silk ribbon. Wealthy Latvian female farmers 
were proud of their luxurious brooches, which were often handed down 
from generation to generation. Such fibulae have often been preserved by 
families up to the present day as relics of their ancestors.

The series of euro gold collector coins "Gold Brooches" dedicated to Latvia's 
centenary is composed of the coin replicating a 3rd–4th century disc fibula 
issued in 2016, the coin dedicated to a horseshoe fibula minted in 2017 and 
the coin replicating a bubble fibula which concludes the series in 2018.

Nominālvērtība – 75 eiro, metāls – 999.9° zelts, 
svars – 13.00 g, diametrs – 22.00 mm, 

kvalitāte – proof, monētas josta – gluda.

Monētas dizainu izstrādājusi Ingūna Elere, 
tās ģipša modeli veidojis Jānis Strupulis. 

Monēta kalta Münze Österreich Aktiengesellschaft (Austrija).

Face value: 75 euro; metal: gold of .9999 fineness; 
weight: 13.00 g; diameter: 22.00 mm; 

quality: proof; edge: plain. 

The coin has been designed by Ingūna Elere, 
modelled by Jānis Strupulis,

 and struck by Münze Österreich Aktiengesellschaft (Austria).


