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ZELTA SAKTAS

URBULSAKT

GOLD BROOCHES
THE BUBBLE FIBULA




Laime, laime tai meitai,
Kas piedzima saulite,
Tai Laimina saktas léja,
Sudraba mercédama.
(Latviesu tautasdziesma)

17. gs. latviesu rotu klasta no dazadu formu rinksaktam, kas bija iecienitas
ieprieksgjos gadsimtos, pakapeniski izveidojas jauns saktu veids. To loku
rotaja puslodes veida pacélumi — burbuli —, no kuriem rotas arf ieguva savu
nosaukumu — burbulsaktas. Burbuli vargja biit gludi, graudaini un avenu
ogas atgadinosi, rotati ar ziedveida vai citu ornamentu. Burbulsaktu loks
parasti bija dalits trijas joslas. Vidgja, platakaja josla atradas dekorativie
puslodes veida izcilni, starp tiem nereti bija novietoti ziedveida vai valdnie-
ku kronu formas rotajumi, bet, sakot ar 18. gs., nostiprinajas tradicija starp
burbuliem metala ietveres iestradat krasainas stikla "acis". Malgjas joslas
rotdja geometrisks (visbiezak — zigzagveida liniju) raksts un caurlauzuma
tehnika darinatas sirdis. Senakas $a veida saktas atrastas 17. gs. depozitos
kopa ar sudraba mongtam, tadgjadi tas nebija tikai parastas rotas, bet ar
savam laikam ievérojama vertiba. Burbulsaktas saglabajas arT 19. gs., klis-
tot par sievieSu tautastérpa neatnemamu sastavdalu.

Lielas, greznas burbulsaktas darinaja no sudraba un nereti pat apzeltija.
Burbulsaktas bija viena no greznakajam latviesu sievieSu rotam, un tajas
biezi tika iegravets Tpasnieces vards un saktas darinaSanas vai davinasanas
gads. Mazakas saktas vargja biit izgatavotas arT no misina, tas bija domatas
krekla sasprausanai un rotaSanai. Ar lielajam saktam sasprauda villaines.
Uz to adatam nereti tika uzverts vl 1pass saktas gredzens, kas atgadinaja
mazaku saktu. Burbulsaktas bija sastopamas visa Latvijas teritorija, lai gan
to rotajuma veids un valkasanas tradicijas nedaudz atskiras. Ta, pieméram,
Dienvidkurzemg $adas saktas villain€ nesprauda pa vienai, bet gan citu virs
citas, vietojot pec lieluma un nosléguma vél iesienot zida lenti. Grezna rota
bija turigu latvieSu zemniecu lepnums un biezi tika nodota no paaudzes
paaudzé. Sadas saktas ka dzimtas relikvija gimengs nereti saglabatas Iidz
miisdienam.

Eiro zelta kolekcijas mon&tu seriju "Zelta saktas", kas rota Latviju valsts
100 gadu jubileja, veido 2016. gada izlaista mong&ta ar 3.—4. gs. ripsaktas
atveidu, 2017. gada kalta pakavsaktam veltita mon&ta un 2018. gada seriju
noslegust monéta ar burbulsaktas atveidu.

Nominalvertiba — 75 eiro, metals — 999.9° zelts,
—13.00 g, diametr
kvalitate — proof, monétas josta — gluda.

a modeli veidojis J

Monéta kalta Miinze Osterreich Aktiengesellschaft (Austrija).

Face value: 75 euro; metal: gold of .9999 fineness;
weight: 13.00 g; diameter: 22.00 mm;
quality: proof; edge: plain.

The coin has been designed by Ingiina Elere,
modelled by Janis Strupulis,

and struck by Miinze Osterreich Aktiengesellschaft (Austria).

The girl born in the sunshine
Enjoys happiness.
Goddess Laima makes fibulae for her
By immersing them in silver.
(Latvian folksong)

[t was in the 17th century that the range of Latvian jewellery was supplement-
ed by a new type of fibulae that gradually emerged from the range of various
ring fibulae popular in past centuries. Their circle featured hemispheric eleva-
tions or bubbles, which gave the name to the jewellery — the bubble fibulae.
The bubbles could be smooth, granular like raspberries, decorated with floral
or other ornaments. The circle of bubble fibulae was usually divided into
three belts. The ornamental hemispheric elevations were located on the mid-
dle belt, which was the broadest one. Decorations in the shape of flowers or
monarch crowns could be often found between the elevations, but the tradi-
tion of including coloured glass "eyes" in metal holders between the bubbles
strengthened as of the beginning of the 18th century. Geometric design, most
frequently consisting of zigzag lines, and hearts made in the openwork tech-
nique were featured on the outer belts. The most ancient fibulae of this type
were found together with silver coins in deposits of the 17th century. Thus,
they represented not just ordinary jewellery but also significant value of that
time. The 19th century also saw women wear the bubble fibulae, which be-
came an integral part of their national costumes.

The large, luxurious bubble fibulae were made from silver and often they
were even gold plated. The bubble fibulae represented one of the most gor-
geous jewellery of Latvian women. The names of fibulae owners and the
year of their making or the year they were given as a gift were often carved
on them. Smaller fibulae could also be made of brass. They were intended
for fastening one's shirt and for its decoration. The large fibulae were used
to pin shawls together. A special fibula ring resembling a smaller fibula of-
ten found its place on the large fibulae pins. The bubble fibulae were com-
mon throughout the territory of Latvia, although the way they were decorat-
ed and their wearing traditions were slightly different. For instance, it was
in South Courland where two or more such fibulae, not just one, were fas-
tened to the shawl. They were placed one on top of the other according to
their size and topped with a silk ribbon. Wealthy Latvian female farmers
were proud of their luxurious brooches, which were often handed down
from generation to generation. Such fibulae have often been preserved by
families up to the present day as relics of their ancestors.

The series of euro gold collector coins "Gold Brooches" dedicated to Latvia's
centenary is composed of the coin replicating a 3rd-4th century disc fibula
issued in 2016, the coin dedicated to a horseshoe fibula minted in 2017 and
the coin replicating a bubble fibula which concludes the series in 2018.



